
 

 

  Minutes 

City Council 

Monday, January 12th, 2026 

5 pm 

 

 

The meeting opened with the recitation of the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Mayor Pitzl called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with council members Roger Baumann and 

Mike Remiger present.  

 

Also present were Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator Brandon Baune. Engineer Jordan Albrecht, 

Public Works Director Jim Jenniges, Maintenance Worker Andrew Zollner, Nathan Jacobson, 

Nathan Baune, Brian Baune, and Holden Salfer. 

 

EDA Update – Mr. Baune provided a brief EDA update. He noted that the EDA was meeting on 

Wednesday. They planned to formally accept the Childcare Grant. They were also having further 

discussions on duplex options.  

 

Wabasso Baseball Association Building Permit and Funding Request – Nathan Jacobson and 

Nathan Baune represented the Wabasso Area Baseball Association to discuss their project to add 

a roof over the grandstands on the baseball field, ask the council to approve their building permit 

contained in the consent agenda, and ask the council if they would be able and willing to 

consider financial support for the project. They explained the importance of the roof, the main 

reason being that they would be able to host future events, bringing people and business to town. 

The permit was included in the consent agenda and was approved. Council asked Mr. Baune to 

review the budget and identify opportunities to help fund this project from city funds.  

 

Public Comment – Brian Baune and Holden Salfer – Mr. Baune and Mr. Salfer were both in 

attendance with concerns about snow removal. Mr. Baune noted that he had received a call from 

CTA, Brandon Baune, about placement of snow piles and had concerns about this. Mr. Salfer 

also noted that he was here for the same reason and wanted to make sure they were doing what 

the city wanted. Mr. Baune noted that he and Kevin Baune have moved some of the snow for the 

city on Main Street as a favor; however, they could not justify doing so as they were unwilling to 

charge their customers extra. It was agreed between the City and the snow removal companies 

that removal of city snow was the responsibility of the city. It was also the consensus of the 

council that, if the city needed to charge businesses for snow removal, it should be done at a rate 

of $75/hr.  

 

Engineering Report – Mr. Albrecht provided the engineering report which included the 

following: 

1. Sanitary Sewer Project – The following items were discussed: 

a. Resolution 2-2026 – Partial Pay Estimate No. 14 and Final Payment of 

$120,823.79 – Motion by Remiger, second by Baumann to approve Resolution 2-

2026, contingent on final paperwork from contractors.  



 

 

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

b. Change Order No. 3 – Motion by Baumann, second by Remiger to approve 

Change Order No. 3 to Reconcile Quantities.  

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

c. Interest to Contractor – Mr. Albrecht that the city may be required to pay 

interest to M.R. Paving due to late payment made this fall while the government 

was shut down and the city was able to receive reimbursement. However, it was 

confirmed that the interest payment would also be reimbursable from Rural 

Development.  

 

 

2. Water Treatment Plant and New Well Project Updates – The following items were 

discussed: 

a. Partial Pay Estimate #3 – It was noted that this was in the consent agenda for 

approval, with council having the opportunity for questions if they had any.  

b. Draw Request #5 – It was noted that this was in the consent agenda for approval, 

with council having the opportunity for questions if they had any.   

c. Timeline and Schedule – Mr. Albrecht noted that Bolton and Menk have reached 

out to contractors who have reached out to the supplier to find out when supplies 

might be coming so work can continue inside the water plant. The response they 

received was that the items should be shipping “soon”.  

3. LRIP Grant Update – It was noted that with the number of projects and the amount of 

money requested from those projects, combined with the lack of funds, the city was 

unlikely to receive the grant.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator – Mr. Baune provided the CTA Report which included the 

following item: 

1. LINC Redwood County – Mr. Baune reminded the council Tuesday was LINC, so the 

office will be closed for the afternoon. 

2. End-of-Year Items – Mr. Baune also noted that the office continued to be buy with end -

of-ear items 

 

Parks Report – Mr. Baune and Mr. Jenniges noted that there were no significant parks update.  

 

Street Report – Mr. Jenniges and Mr. Baune provided a street report which included the 

following: 

1. St. Anne’s Alley – Mr. Novak noted that St. Anne’s School had contacted the city to 

request the alley going from East to West behind the school be abandoned. This was 

necessary for the construction of the new school. Mr. Novak explained the process, 

noting that at the next meeting a resolution would need to be made at the next meeting. 

Notice would need to be published in the paper and sent to affected residents. Then a 

public hearing would need to take place at a future council hearing with a 4/5 vote to 

formally approve abandoning the alley.  

2. Kyle Salfer – 2010 W Main Street – Mr. Novak noted that Mr. Salfer had contacted the 

city about purchasing city land next to his place. He explained that the council would 



 

 

need to abandon the street along there. He also noted that technically the land should be 

split between Mr. Salfer and Meadowland. Council requested Mr. Baune reach out to 

Kyle and ask him to work with Meadowland on a proposal to split the land and give it to 

the city.  

3. Bergstroms – Mr. Remiger noted that Bergstroms were wondering when they would see 

documentation for signing so they could receive the check for sewer rehab work that was 

agreed upon at a past meeting. Mr. Novak said that he has been very busy and has been 

unable to get to it. Council requested Mr. Baune reach out to Bergstroms and explain this, 

noting that we will work on it ASAP.  

 

Water/Wastewater Report – Mr. Jenniges noted that there was nothing new to report.  

 

Cell Phone Policy – Mr. Baune presented the Cell Phone Policy prepared by Mr. Novak. He 

reminded the council that this policy was especially important now that employees have 

company cell phones. He noted that it was simple but effective and mirrored many others who 

have a cell phone policy. Motion by Remiger, second by Baumann to approve the Cell Phone 

Policy.  

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

 

2026 Appointments – Appointments were unchanged for 2026 and are as follows: 

a. EDA Board – Brad Pitzl and Roger Baumann (2025) 
b. Streets – Mike Remiger (2025) 
c. Water/Wastewater – Chad Altermatt (2025) 
d. Parks – Amanda Guetter (2025) 
e. Buildings – Roger Baumann (2025) 

 

2026 Designations – Designations were unchanged for 2026 and are as follows: 

a. Acting Mayor – Amanda Guetter (2025) 
b. Official Newspaper – Redwood Gazette (2025) 
c. Official Depository – Integrity Bank Plus, Wabasso; Wanda State Bank; First 

Independent Bank, Lucan 
d. City Attorney – Novak Law Office 
e. Regular Meeting Date and Time – 2nd Monday of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
f. Milage Reimbursement – IRS Rate 
g. City Engineer – Case by Case 
h. Special Meeting - $25 
i. Per Diem – $75 
j. Setting of Clerk’s Office hours – Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 

Friday 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

Consent Agenda – Motion by Baumann, second by Remiger to approve consent agenda as 

follows: 

1. Approve Council Minutes – December 8th and 15th, 2025 

2. Approve Pay Estimate #3 to Rubin Construction in the amount of $116,968.75 for WTP 

and New Well Upgrade 



 

 

3. Approve PFA Disbursement Request No. 5 in the amount of $122,875.75 for WTP and 

New Well Upgrade 

4. Approve 2026 Fees and Charges Schedule 

5. Approve the Wabasso Fireman’s Association’s Gambling Application for Farrle at the 

Annual Porkchop Feed on April 17th, 2026 

6. Approve St. Anne’s Gambling Application for Annual Bingo License for Festival on 

February 1st, 2026 

7. Approve Building Permit for Wabasso Area Baseball Association for addition of roof on 

baseball field grandstands at 1429 Front Street. 

8. Approve Tobacco Licenses for the following businesses: 

a. Salfer’s Food Center 

b. Farmers Coop Oil Company of Renville 

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

 

City Bills – Motion by Remiger, second by Baumann to approve the bills as follows: 

 General Checking 

  101 General Fund              $24,424.89 

  225 Fire      $7,843.43 

  230 Ambulance                $7,838.26 

  307 2013 Refunding Bonds  $50,775.00 

  319 Cedar Street Improvements  $4,906.50 

  320 USDA Sewer Rehab  $40,907.50 

379 TIF 1-5 2005A TIF Bonds $50,937.50 

405 2017 A Tax Abatement Const. $31,603.50  

601 Water               $11,787.86 

  602 Sewer                 $6,528.88 

  603 Refuse (Garbage) Fund    $6,062.13 

  604 Stormwater Utility      2,035.01 

   Total Checks              $56,161.04 

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

 

Wabasso Area Baseball Association Gambling Permit – Motion by Baumann, second by 

Remiger to approve the Gambling Permit from the Wabasso Area Baseball Association for 

Bingo on March 14th, 2026. 

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:33 p.m. with a motion by Remiger and second by Baumann.  

Pitzl – yes; Baumann – yes, Remiger – yes 

 

 

 

Brandon Baune 

Clerk/Treasurer Administrator 


